
From the Pastor's Desk  
 
 

 

Dear Friends 

 

Greetings in the name of Jesus!  When I was a senior in college, I had the privilege of hearing theologian, so-
cial critic and author Os Guinness speak.  I do not remember everything he talked about that weekend.  I do 
remember him using a phrase that has stuck with me through the years.  He spoke about Christianity being 
about “the now and the not yet.”  Many of the promises of God have to do with the present and others will be 
fulfilled in the future. 
 

This concept has helped me understand a great deal of what the scriptures teach.  For instance, Jesus is Lord is 
an important statement of faith as Christians.  When we think of Jesus being our personal Lord and Savior, we 
are saying that Jesus is our boss, our leader, or our Chief Executive Officer.  We also believe that Jesus is the 
head or Lord of the church.  We also state that Christ is Lord of all.  We might look around us and wonder how 
this can be.  Things are not completely right with the world.  It is then we realize that Jesus is Lord now but not 
completely yet.  We have an expectation that a day is coming when Christ will become Lord of all, just as he is 
presently the Lord of our lives today. 
 

Easter is a wonderful season of celebrating what Christ has done by conquering sin and death.  We believe that 
Jesus is the victorious Lord even though we know Jesus still has work to do.  The abundant and eternal life he 
promised has begun to shape our lives as we put our trust in Him for our salvation.  We have not fully become 
the people He desires us to be.  We are moving on to Christian perfection – that state of loving Christ and oth-
ers completely.  We are not quite there yet.  We celebrate new life, the now and not yet. 
 

As I have been reflecting on where we are in the fight against Covid, I very much feel like we are in a “now 
and not yet” position.  We are encouraged by the number of people getting vaccinated and are looking forward 
to a return to normal.  There is a lower number of positive cases and deaths being reported on the news.  We 
are at a better place today than we were a few months ago.  There is hope! 
 

We know that we are not there yet.  We have not reached the end of mitigation efforts for dealing with the pan-
demic.  We acknowledge that in some ways we will never go back to exactly how things were before Covid.  
Maybe this is a time to discover what God has in store for us moving forward. 
 

As we celebrate Easter on April 4, I will conclude the sermon series on “The I am Sayings of Jesus” by preach-
ing on “I am the Resurrection and the life”.  Pastor Matt and I have decided to follow our 7-week examination 
of who Jesus is with a series on who “We Are” as the Church.  The seven-sermon series will encourage us to 
think about who we are and what we are to be about as the church.  It is my hope that we will be challenged to 
prayerfully consider where God is leading us as the pandemic ends and moving forward to what God is calling 
us to be as the church.  I am looking forward to all that Christ has in store for us in “the now and the not yet.” 

  
Blessings, 
Pastor Keith 
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Women’s Bible Study Starting March 18th a 5-week 
discussion series called “With God in the Garden” – 
no DVD – no homework – and you don’t have to be a 
gardener!  Just some praying, Bible reading and good 
discussion.   
3/18 – Weed it and Reap 

3/25 – Bloom Where You Are Planted 

4/1 – A Rose is a Rose, Not a Tomato 

4/8 – Between These Weeds,  Flowers Grow 

4/15 – Scatter Seeds of Love and Service 

 

The Neighborhood Table | Apr. 1 | Fellowship Hall 
BUMC is continuing to partner with the Fox Chapel 
UMC to provide meals to the Sharpsburg Community.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal at 
BUMC starting at 2:30 PM. The meals are then trans-
ported to Sharpsburg and volunteers are  needed there 
to help serve and clean up afterwards. This has been a 
very rewarding ministry so far, so please consider vol-
unteering by calling Roger Cramer at 724-443-2847. 
 

Drive Thru Dinner | Apr. 6 | Fellowship Hall 
The Mission Team is committed to begin serving a 
monthly meal for The Lighthouse  Our vision is to be 
able to serve our neighbors in New Fellowship Hall 
whenever covid restrictions are lifted.  Our most sig-
nificant need is for someone to head up the kitchen 
crew.  That person would work with the team that pre-
pares and serves a monthly meal for The Neighbor-
hood Table in Sharpsburg.  We envision The Light-
house meal would be served the week following TNT 
meal.  That would allow both teams to plan the same 
menu and do all the shopping at once.  If the Lord is 
calling you to participate in this new ministry in one 
capacity or another or if you have questions, please 
contact Carol Skolnik at cnikskol@gmail.com.  Thank 
you for your support! 
 

20th Anniversary Celebration On April 4, 2001, we 
celebrated the dedication of our new sanctuary.  We 
will be commemorating the 20th anniversary of our 
present sanctuary at both services on Sunday, April 
11th.  While the pandemic prohibits us celebrating in 
the usual ways, we will be recognizing this important 
milestone in the life of our church.   There will be a 
video/PowerPoint presentation and other ways to 
recognition this occasion.  
 

Drive Thru Pancake breakfast| Saturday, Apr. 17 

Come to BUMC any time between 8:00 am and 10:00 
and take home a great breakfast. Each breakfast will 
contain bacon, eggs, sausage, home-fries and your 
choice of blueberry, buckwheat, chocolate chip or 
plain pancakes.  All of this for only $5.00.  Pull in, 

give your order to one of the masked men and park 
and wait for the meal(s) to be delivered to your car.  It 
cannot be any easier! 
 

A Stitch and a Prayer Saturday |Apr. 17 |10am to 
2pm | Old Fellowship Hall 
Sewing, knitting and crocheting blankets and prayer 
shawls for Linus Project, baptisms and ill in our 
church.  Need help sorting, sewing, ironing, pinning, 
cutting......all hands welcome. Bring a lunch!!!!    
If you sew, crochet, or knit your talent can be used in 
making quilts for Project Linus, shawls for shut-ins or 
even lap robes for people in nursing homes. If you are 
not able to join us when we meet on the 3rd Saturday 
of the month from 10-2, please contact Louise Himes, 
Mary Pouchot or Marge Kirkpatrick if you have ques-
tions regarding how you can help.  
 

2021 National Day of Prayer is Thursday, May 
6th.  The theme is: ”LORD pour out Your LOVE, 
LIFE, and LIBERTY”, praying and proclaiming a 
promise of God in the theme Scripture verse, “Now 
the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 
Lord is, there is liberty.”  2 Corinthians 3:17.  De-
tails will be forthcoming for local gatherings. 
 

Audio Visual Ministry 

We need a few people who are focused and reliable 
and like to work behind the scenes to help in this 
meaningful ministry. Training will be provided for 
those who are interested in running slides, sound, or 
cameras. Let Pastor Matt know by emailing him at 
mscott@bakerstownumc.org.  
 

Camping Scholarships Available 

The UMM are proud to be offering scholarships again 
for any youth that attends a faith-based camp this sum-
mer.   
 

This year, the UMM will contribute $400 towards the 
cost of the camp fee.  (Or the total cost of the camp if 
the fee is less than $400). A message to all Parents: 
why not get a camping brochure from the Information 
Desk and look at the camp possibilities with your chil-
dren. A week of faith-based fun and adventure would 
be a great present for any child! Scholarship applica-
tions are available in the Narthex near the camping 
information.  
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Mission Team News…. 
A Word of Thanks from The BUMC Mission Team: 
 

The congregation of BUMC has always generously supported the efforts of the mission team to spread the 
love of God to our neighbors near and far.  Over the years, you have responded in big ways to every appeal 
we have made.  However, you have outdone yourselves in the last few months!    Because of the heart you 
have for ministry, our congregation has been able to:  
 Partner with the churches Pastor Luke serves to provide significant financial support to our sister church 

in Costa Rica 

 Filled a van full of blankets, socks, and first aid kits and deliver them to people who are currently living 
under a bridge in Pittsburgh  

 Provide roughly 300 meals a month since January, between the Roots of Faith in Sharpsburg and the 
Drive Thru Dinner for The Lighthouse ministries  

You have: 
Supported the outreaches of the mission team with your tithes and offerings 

 Prayed for these ministries and the people who are served 

 Worked behind the scenes to organize and bake desserts, or to make reminder phone calls about dinner 
pickup  

 Supplied 150 boxes of Girl Scout cookies for the March DTD which benefited both our ministry and our 
local Girl Scout troops   

 Volunteered to help with the preparation and distribution of the meals 

 Donated jars and jars of peanut butter for our March collection for The Lighthouse food bank.  There were 
many already in the bins on the first Sunday of the month! 

Your support has blown us away!  Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

Here are some notes of thanks for the Drive Thru Dinner: 
 

This email was received before we even finished passing out the meals on March 9:  I picked up the din-
ner from Bakerstown Methodist church for myself and my son and I had to let you know how much I really 
appreciate it! I don’t think I have ever had a better pork chop! The whole meal was amazing and there’s 
enough for lunch tomorrow! My son’s meal looked fantastic too! I was a bit worried about ordering a kid’s 
meal because he’s 11 and can eat an adult sized meal so when I saw it was pasta and plenty of it, I knew he’d 
be happy I didn’t get him an adult meal. Please give my compliments to the chef and all the volunteers. 
 
Thank you for the food. Thank you for your kindness! May God Bless all of you for making the day worth 
living!!! The Lord smiles upon yinz! 
 
Thank you for the delicious pork chop dinner.  It’s so nice to get a break once in a while!  The added bo-
nus of Girl Scout cookies was welcome.  Please thank the generous person who donated them for our en-
joyment as well.…  We pray for these kind of conditions to come to an end soon.  Thank you once again, 
it’s so nice to be greeted with smiles and nice conversation.  We truly appreciate you all. 
 
 

From LeeAnn Hune, Ministry and Volunteer Coordinator, The Lighthouse Foundation: 
I just wanted to say what a blessing it was to meet all of you last evening!  You are all a tremendous gift to 
our community and I wanted you all to know how much we value you as the hands and feet of Christ.  That 
was a gourmet meal and I have no doubt it was blessing to everyone receiving it.  The process in which you 
handle this program from registration to handout and even pickups (if need be) shows you do all things with 
excellence.   Thank you so very much for this ministry and what it means to everyone!   
 
 
Lighthouse Food Pantry Collection for the month of April: Jelly (any flavor) 
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From the Prayer Corner – From The Prayer Corner:   An Easter Prayer! 
 

Dear Lord,  we lift our hearts to You. As the dawn breaks on Easter Sunday morning, we remember the veil of 
darkness transforming to the brightest light. The most dreadful end becoming the most beautiful beginning. 
May we carry the unity we share into every moment knowing that we are one with the risen Christ.  
Lord, we lift our eyes to You. As the sun rises, we remember with trembling hearts the depths of despair fad-
ing to reveal hope everlasting. The curse of death defeated by eternal life. We remember with thankfulness 
Your willingness to be pierced for our sins. May this moment stay with us, reminding us to look for the beauti-
ful colors of promise in Your Word and in Your world this Spring.  
 

Lord, we lift our prayers to You. As the dew air falls, may we breathe each Spring morning in and know that 
like the earth, You sustain us, keep us and work within us always. Thank You for the promise of heaven and 
Your generous invitation of eternal life for all. 
 

Lord, we life our lives in service to You.  As we remember that first Easter, and Your work on the cross, we 
are so grateful for Your gift of salvation and the promise of eternal life with You.  Show us where we can help 
and serve others and lead them to You. 
 

And so, we lift our voices to You. We praise You, and we sing with abounding joy of Your miraculous rise, 
from death’s tomb to resplendent life. We celebrate the greatest day in history, when Jesus rose from the dead, 
defeated darkness,  and bathed the world in stunning Resurrection light. May we ever live to love You and 
praise You!   Amen. 
                                        (Portions taken from an article by Julie Palmer) 

 

The Easter feeling does not end.  
It signals a new beginning,  

Of nature, spring, and brand new life,  
And friendship, peace, and giving.  

The spirit of Easter is all about  
Hope, and love, and joyful living.   - Anonymous 

Join the Email Prayer Team!!!!  It’s easy.  Here’s how: 

Contact Lora Stafura lstafura@bakerstownumc.org, or Cathy Dambach hwdambach@consolidated.net, or 
Heather Brown hlrdab@hotmail.com and the monthly prayer list will be emailed to you. Occasionally we 
also have weekly urgent requests that are sent out as well. Thank you! 

Many of you know our long-time members Helen and Jay Deer have moved to North Carolina to be closer to 
family.  We are asking if you would be willing to send a card or note to them to keep them connected.  
  

Helen has been our  “Sunshine Committee” since 1968.  She was keeping track of how many cards she had 
sent, and she stopped counting quite a while ago, but up to that point had sent 3600 cards.  She figured she 
was up to around 5000 now.   
  

We know this move is going to be difficult for them, and we think they would appreciate hearing from their 
friends at BUMC.  Helen and Jay are in apartments beside each other.  The addresses are below. Thank you.  
  

Address is:  
Brookdale Pinehurst  
17 Regional Drive  

Apt. #206  

Pinehurst, NC 28374  

  

Jay’s apt is 204  

 

Phone: same for both of them 910 420-8344  
   



Page 5 

Day School Chalkboard 
It’s raining cereal boxes at the Day School!  The Day School is doing a fun service project by col-
lecting new boxes of unopened cereal to donate to the local food pantry at the Lighthouse.  Many 
people are needing a little helping hand during the Covid pandemic and we’d like to help while 
teaching the children to give of themselves.  Cereal is a much needed item at foodbanks.  Your do-
nation will go directly towards helping families in our own community.  Our Kindergarten classes 
have been using the scientific method they learned about to predict how many boxes of cereal will 
be donated.  They will be creating groups of 10 boxes to count how many boxes we have in all as 
well as graphing and tallying the number of boxes.  We have lots of fun learning happening while 
we help others.   
 

After we’ve collected all of the boxes, we will line them up like dominoes and knock them down to-
gether before packing them up and delivering them to The Lighthouse.  We hope to have a super 
long cereal box “domino” course!  Please help us by spreading the word to family, friends and 
neighbors.   
 

We will accept donations of new, unopened cereal boxes through Sunday, April 4, 2021.  A collec-
tion box will be in the church Narthex for donations.  
Thank you for helping us help others!  
 

We still have a few openings for preschool and full day kindergarten classes for the 2021-2022 
school year.  Please spread the word and contact Kelly Campbell to learn about our dynamic pro-
gram and see our beautiful learning spaces. 
Email:  director@bakerstownumc.org Call or Text: (724) 272-6032 

04/02 Diana Matusik 

04/04 Gabriel Khambatta 

04/03 Jim Werkmeister 
04/05 Carl Stevens 

04/05 Brett Kyle 

04/06 Mike Perriello 

04/06 Charlotte Episcopo 

04/09 Linda Ashworth 

04/11 Daryl Sarver 
04/14 Bill Ometz 

04/14 Jean Ferber 
04/14 Cathy Dambach 

04/16 Denise Grier 
04/17 David Bacon 

04/17 John Risch 

04/18 Joseph Matty 

04/18 David Borland 

04/19 Eric Lunn 

04/22 Izetta Wilson 

04/22 Esther Ramsden 

04/22 Kellen McGrath 

04/24 Benjamin Brown 

04/25 Jon Rice 

04/26 Diana Werkmeister 
04/27 Sherry Swarmer 
04/27 Michele Rossi 
04/28 Emily Staub 

04/28 Scott Ashworth 

04/29 Nancy Hollinger 
04/30 John Brumberg 

April Birthday’s & Anniversaries 

04/07/1961 Chuck & Joyce Koval 

04/18/2015 Russ & Sue Callenberg 

04/30/1988 Troy & Pam Lunn 



Rev. Keith Dunn 

Senior Pastor 
kdunn@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Rev. Matthew Scott 

Associate Pastor 
mscott@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Joyce Gindlesperger                

Director of Music                        

 jgindlesperger@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Rachel Whipple 
Children’s Ministry 

rwhipple@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Lora Stafura                                                      
Office Administrator 

lstafura@bakerstownumc.org 

 
 

Staff: 

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world. 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church 

5760 William Flynn Highway 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

724-443-3184 

www.bakerstownumc.org 

                  February ‘21. YTD  February’21. YTD   February’2020 

Donations.     $29,112.00.       $59,026.00.          $71,631.50 

Expenses.      $29,460.82.       $62,142.90.         $66,768.02 

 

Thank you church family for your continued support whether it be from in person worship or 
from postal mail or online giving. I love opening up mail. Especially when there is a note 
from one of you in it.  
 

All bills were paid, including out connectional support and contributions to the trustees.  
As always if you have any questions please give me a call. Kay Cramer. 724-443-2847 

   

We are still collecting and sending coupons for the troops and their families around the world. If you 
can cut-sort or bring them in, please put them in the box on the information center. Please contact Joyce 
Koval at 412-327-8890.  

Palm Sunday Worship Services, 
March 28 at 8:30am & 11:00am  

 

Maundy Thursday  
April 1st at 7:30pm 

 

Good Friday Worship Service 
April 2nd at 7:30pm 

 

Easter Sunday Worship Services 
April 4th at 8:30 am & 11:00 am 
Reservations are needed for Easter 


