
 

 

From the Pastor's Desk  
 
Dear Friends 

 

Greetings in the name of Jesus!  I have been reading a few editorials and news articles recently discussing the 
pros and cons of internet worship.  Some people view online services as a necessity born out of Covid-19 shut-
downs.  They argue for the elimination of streaming church services since we have moved to reopening most 
of everyday life.  Others see the new possibilities that online church has brought.  They applaud that it is here 
to stay as part of our present and future worship. 
 

I have been asked on occasion about our intentions regarding the future of livestreaming our worship services 
here at Bakerstown.  Given the amount of financial and human resources invested in these efforts, I do not see 
us giving up our online ministry any time soon.  I have seen several benefits to livestreaming worship. 
 

The first thing that comes to mind when I think about our online presence is compassion through connection.  
We have several church members worshiping with us via the internet who would not be able to join us in per-
son.  They find themselves “shut-in” by physical limitations such as lack of mobility or compromised immuni-
ty.  Some of these folks were not able to be connected to their church before the pandemic and are now able to 
reconnect because of the magic of the internet.  We are compassionately extending a way to remain connected 
to Christ and the church. 
 

Secondly, we are blessed to enable people who would miss worship due to other obligations or interests to stay 
connected.  Some churches have taken to password protecting their internet services, which allows access to 
only those who are deemed unable to attend church.  This approach encourages in person attendance for the 
able body while ignoring the mobility of our society.  I recently had a conversation with one of our members 
who was out of town for an extended time.  He was surprised by how effective the online worship experience 
was.  He admitted it was not a substitute for experiencing God’s presence in our sanctuary or the fellowship of 
other believers.  Instead of missing church all together, he was still able to worship.   Our livestreaming option 
allows people to stay connected who are traveling, working or otherwise unable to attend in person worship.  
 

Thirdly, livestreaming our worship services also allows us to connect with new people.  I have heard of several 
instances of people who will worship with a church online before visiting in person.  We have had some folks 
become part of our congregation that way.  I also know of a friend who also did that when they were looking 
for a new church.  There are also people worshiping with us online that are not local and will only connect 
with us through that medium.   Livestreaming worship invites new people to connect with our church. 
 

Finally, we have also realized that attendance for occasional worship services is much higher online than we 
ever experienced with only an in-person option.  We discovered this at Thanksgiving in 2020 with online 
views being over twice as many as our previous year in person attendance.  We anticipate our upcoming 2022 
Ash Wednesday attendance will be higher with a combination of people in pews and internet views than in 
previous years.  I do encourage you to join us in person or online for the Ash Wednesday worship service 
on March 2nd at 7:00 PM as we begin our Lenten journey together. 
 

At Bakerstown United Methodist Church, we strive to have a quality worship experience that connects us with 
God whether we are in person or online.  I pray that God will continue to touch lives through both our internet 
ministry and our internet ministry. 
 

Blessings, 
Pastor Keith 
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Happenings…. 
Join us on Wednesday, March 2nd at 7:00pm 

in person or online at 7:00pm. 
 

We are about to being the journey of Lent. A special season where we set aside 
time to examine our lives, re-center our walk with Jesus, and live with the Cross 
of Christ ever before us. Ash Wednesday is the first day of the Lenten season. 
We are inviting you to join us on the first step of that Lent Journey with an even-
ing service on Ash Wednesday 

 

 

Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study – NEW LENTEN STUDY!  Beginning Thursday morn-
ing, March 3rd, at 9:00am, we will begin a new Bible study for Lent entitled: “Encountering God: Cul-
tivating Habits of Faith Through The Spiritual Disciplines” by Kelly Minter.  Spiritual disciplines are 
essential to a more vibrant spiritual life and knowing God more intimately.  Join with us in this 7 ses-
sion Bible study as Kelly unpacks the biblical foundation for these sacred habits along with approacha-
ble ways to practice disciplines like prayer, Bible study, worship, rest, simplicity, generosity, celebra-
tion, and many more.  Instead of being just one more thing on your to-do list, you will find that these 
habits of faith can actually create more margin in your life – providing peace and rest as you walk clos-
er with Jesus.  Come along with us as we “Practice His Presence” this Lenten season.  Study Guides 
are $15.00. 

The Neighborhood Table | March 3 | Fellowship Hall 
BUMC is continuing to partner with the Fox Chapel UMC to provide meals to the Sharpsburg Com-
munity.  
 

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal at BUMC starting at 2:30 PM. The meals are then 
transported to Sharpsburg and volunteers are  needed there to help serve and clean up afterwards. This 
has been a very rewarding ministry so far, so please consider volunteering by calling Roger Cramer at 
724-443-2847. 
 

DIGGing Deeper Lenten Study |March 6th | 9:45am | Wesley Room 

Is the Passion Play in Oberammergau, Germany on your bucket list or wish list or dream list?  Or just 
wondering about Passion plays?  With only few exceptions, the town of Oberammergau has put on this 
play portraying Jesus' last days from the time he entered Jerusalem to the journey to the cross begin-
ning in 1634 and every 10 years since.  DIGGing Deeper's Lenten study uses Rob Fuquay's book The 
Passion Play: Living the Story of Christ’s Last Days to feel a sense of connection to the play while rec-
ognizing our own place in the story of Jesus.  The scenes on the DVD were shot in Oberammer-
gau.  Learn how an epidemic led to the continuous production of the Passion Play.  But most of all 
learn how the message of the Passion Play fits into your life today. 
 

Drive Thru Dinner | March 8 |Fellowship Hall 
The Mission Team is committed to begin serving a monthly meal for The Lighthouse  Our vision is to 
be able to serve our neighbors in New Fellowship Hall whenever covid restrictions are lifted.  If the 
Lord is calling you to participate in this new ministry in one capacity or another or if you have ques-
tions, please contact Carol Skolnik at cnikskol@gmail.com.    
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Happenings…. 
GriefShare Outreach Ministry 2022 Spring Schedule  
NEW series of weekly meetings begins March 9th through June 1st, Wednesday evenings from 
7:00pm till 8:30pm in the Wesley Room.  
 

If you or someone you know is experiencing the loss of a loved one, we encourage you to please ac-
cept this as your personal invitation to join with us. GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people 
who will walk alongside you through one of life’s most difficult experiences so that you don’t have to 
go through the grieving process alone. Our GriefShare program is co-led by Rev. Bill Dambach, Mar-
cia Shipley, Marge Kirkpatrick, Judy Moore and Tim McDermott. GriefShare is a drop-in anytime 
group and open to anyone in the church or community. All are welcome.  

 

 

Join one of our small group Bible studies on Tuesday evening at 8:30pm in the Wesley 
Room or Thursday evening at 7:30pm in the Library. 
 

 

Drive-Thru Pancake Breakfast—Saturday, March 19thCome to BUMC any time between 8:00 
am and 10:00 and take home a great breakfast. Each breakfast will contain bacon, eggs, sausage, 
homefries and your choice of blueberry, buckwheat, chocolate chip or plain pancakes. All of this for 
only $5.00. Pull in, give your order to a smiling man and park and wait for the meal(s) to be delivered 
to your car. It cannot be any easier! 
 

A Stitch and a Prayer Saturday, March 19th |10am to 2pm| Old Fellowship Hall Sewing, knitting 
and crocheting blankets and prayer shawls for Linus Project, baptisms and ill in our church.  Need 
help sorting, sewing, ironing, pinning, cutting......all hands welcome. Bring a lunch!!!!    
 

If you sew, crochet, or knit your talent can be used in making quilts for Project Linus, shawls for shut-
ins or even lap robes for people in nursing homes. If you are not able to join us when we meet on the 
3rd Saturday of the month from 10-2, please contact Louise Himes, Mary Pouchot or Marge Kirkpat-
rick if you have questions regarding how you can help.  

 

 

 

Rhythm of Grace will be hosting a Night of Worship on March 25th at 7pm. Every-
one is welcome to attend for an evening of centering ourselves in praise and worship 
to our Creator. The night will be full of music, prayer, and Scripture. 
 

 

 

                        January 2022         January 2021 

Donations:        $30,591.40              $29,914.00 

Expenses:         $28,841.25              $33,582.08 

 

Welcome to a new calendar year.  Thank you for worshiping and supporting our 
church and it's ministries.  We have paid all of our bills, including apportionments and 
contributions to trustees.  We were able to move money into our savings for the Major 
Projects Fund also. If you have any questions, please let me know. Kay Cramer, Finan-
cial Secretary  724-443-2847 
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From The Prayer Corner- Commit to Praying Every Day During Lent 
 

Lent is a season of the Christian Year where Christians focus on simple living, prayer, fasting, and 
acts of mercy in order to grow closer to God.  The season of Lent provides the church with an awe-
some opportunity to turn toward God and rededicate ourselves to prayer as we prepare our hearts for 
the mystery of Easter. 
 

Prayer can get away from us.  It often can end up being days, weeks, months – even years that we 
forget to communicate with God.  Lent is a great time to be intentional about prayer.  During these 
40 days, commit to praying every day.  Just start today. Maybe pray each morning in the shower.  
Pray while cleaning up the dinner dishes.  Or pray for someone before you text or e-mail them.  Pray 
at the end of your day before heading off to sleep.  Maybe use your morning commute to work to 
pray.  Or whenever you hear a siren, let it remind you to pray. Go on a prayer walk and pray for each 
of your neighbor’s as you pass their house.  There are many ways to build prayer back into your life, 
and these 40 days of Lent are a great way to start this important practice. 
 

Prayer helps us respond to God’s love and grace, and gives us a tool that we can use to stay in rela-
tionship with our loving Creator God.  God loves us so much, and calls us into relationship with 
Him.  Prayer – simply talking to God – is one way we respond to His offer. And it is important to 
remember that there are many ways to talk to God: we can simply share our thoughts and feelings, 
we can sing a song to Him, write Him a love letter (tip from last month), we can pray through verses 
of Scripture, we can plead with Him for loved ones and their struggles, we can thank Him for our 
blessings, or we can simply sit quietly listening.  We can pray at all times. The discipline of prayer 
keeps us connected to the one who created us, reminding us that we are loved and called into rela-
tionship with God and with others. 
 
“Loving God, You are always with us, guiding us and loving us.  We know You hear us when we 
pray, and You listen to us whenever we talk to You.  Thank You.  As we get ready for Easter, help us 
remember to take time every day this Lenten season to talk to You.  Help us learn how to trust You, 
love You, and share Your love with others.  Thank You for being with Your Church Family as we 
travel together, preparing our hearts and minds to enter into the mystery of Easter.  It’s in Jesus’ 
precious name we pray, Amen.”   
  

(portions taken from UMC Discipleship Resources, Rev Tanya Eustace) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                          

 
Join the Email Prayer Team!!!!  It’s easy.  Here’s how: 

Contact Lora Stafura lstafura@bakerstownumc.org, or Cathy Dambach hwdam-
bach@consolidated.net, or Heather Brown hlrdab@hotmail.com and the monthly prayer list will be 
emailed to you. Occasionally we also have weekly urgent requests that are sent out as well. Thank you! 
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Mission Team News….. 

Time to Save Your "Junque" 
The days are getting longer and the robins will soon be returning.  This can only mean one thing - the Junque 
Sale time is fast approaching! 
  

This year’s sale will be held on Saturday, April 30th.  If your New Year's resolution was to get rid of the 
clutter, start putting it in boxes and save it for the Junque Sale. You house will be cleaner, you will be happier 
and the Mission Team will appreciate it! 
 

Junque Lover’s Needed 
 After a long wait, THE JUNQUE SALE IS BACK!  That means we need volunteers for the week of April 25 
and for the day of the sale, April 30.  Please use the link below to sign up to volunteer.  Help is needed during 
the week to unload, sort, price, and display merchandise.  Of course, food is needed to sustain our hungry 
workers as well!  On the day of the sale we will need volunteers to work in the kitchen, and as cashiers, load-
ers, general help, and clean up.   
 

The Junque Sale is traditionally our  biggest fundraiser.  Please consider volunteering!  Just use the link : 
 Junque Sale Signup  

 
 

The Great Knitting Challenge 
It's not too early to begin thinking about next Christmas!  If we start now, we can provide mittens, hats and 
scarves for all of our drive thru dinner friends.  This is a great opportunity to use up all that leftover yarn that 
is filling your knitting basket, however, rumor has it that the Stitch and a Prayer group has a large supply that 
you can use if needed.  If you need patterns please contact Carol Skolnik at cnikskol@gmail.com.  Completed 
items may be placed in the collection box in the narthex.  Thank you for your participation! 
 

 
Thank you notes: 
"I was tempted to pull over and have dinner before I got home!  The aroma was so wonderful, but I contained 
myself to wait and eat with my husband.  Trying to get a jump start on spring cleaning, which takes some do-
ing.  I was elated to have a meal of chicken and potatoes and top it off with cookies.  It certainly hit the spot, 
(kept three pieces of chicken and part of the potatoes for lunch the next day....Prayers.  Oh, my! Thank you so 
much for doing them out in the weather!  Thank you so much!"  

 

"Please tell the cooks we both enjoyed the dinner this month. It was great.  Thanks!" 

 

"Awesome!  Thank you so much!" 

 
 

 
 
Lighthouse Food Pantry Collec�on for the month of March: is cereal, any kind but no 

cornflakes please!  
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Happenings…... 
Bakerstown Methodist Women – NEW Mission Opportunity!!  Personal Care Collection - February 14 till 
April 18.  You all did an AMAZING job filling the Blessings Bags for the Lighthouse Food Bank Clients a 
few months ago.  Please join us again in collecting the following personal care items for the food pantry cli-
ents of the North Hills Community Outreach from Valentine’s Day through Easter Monday:  
  

Disposable Razors 

Chapstick 

Dental Floss 

Shaving Cream 

Toothpaste 

Toothbrushes 

Shampoo 

Conditioner 
Wash Cloth or Loofa 

Deodorant 
Body Lotion 

Bar of Soap (unscented) 
Shower Gel (unscented) 

 

Donations can be placed in the box above the  coat rack in the Narthex or in the Storage Closet in New Fel-
lowship Hall. THANK YOU!! ♥♥ 

 
 
 
Updated Mask Policy Information 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

Greetings in the name of Jesus!  Our church council has been committed to faithfully leading and serving our 
congregation through the Covid-19 pandemic.  After prayerful deliberation, they voted last evening to relax 
the mask policy at Bakerstown United Methodist Church.  Beginning this Sunday, February 20th, the wearing 
of masks is encouraged in our building.  This move from required to encouraged applies to all areas of the 
church’s ministry except our children’s ministry and Day School.  Given the size of our classroom and the 
number of participants, it was decided to continue requiring masks during children’s church.  The Day 
School leadership is currently reviewing their policy for their staff and children. 
 

We are grateful that the Covid-19 case numbers have been dropping after the rise in cases over the winter.  
As we make this move to optional mask wearing, we ask that care be extended to those who will continue to 
wear masks because of their individual health concerns.  We can do this by either putting on a mask when 
we converse with them or by maintaining social distance.  As always, we encourage those who are not feel-
ing well to worship with us online until they are better. 
 

I continue to thank God for His faithfulness and the dedication of our congregation.  Our church continues to 
grow in our love of God, service to one another and our community.  
Blessings, 
Pastor Keith 
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Day School News…. 
Day School Registration for the 2022-2023 School Year is now open to the public!  

 

We are pleased  to announce that we will be opening all our classes back up for the next school year!  
Each child must be 2, 3, or 4 years of age by September 1st 2022 to be enrolled in the corresponding 
class. All children except those in the Two Year Old classes must be potty trained. 
Families who are interested in finding out more information about the school should contact Sharon 
Chapman for more information.  Email: director@bakerstownumc.org  Call or text: (724) 272-6032 

 

If you plan on buying Sarris for St. Patrick's Day, and/or Easter, please 
consider buying with this link to support the Bakerstown United Method-
ist Day School.  Shipping is FREE and it will be delivered right to your 
door (there is a $5 packaging & handling fee applied by Sarris, 
though).  It's a pretty yummy deal! You can order online at 
www.sarriscandiesfundraising.com and use the organization name Bak-
erstown United Methodist Day School and Group Id 10-3713. Thank you 
for your support!  

Two Year Olds: Mon. & Wed.     9:00-11:30 a.m.   

Two Year Olds: Tues. & Thurs. 9:00-11:30 a.m. 

Three Year Olds (Morning class ): Mon. & Wed.  9:00-11:30 a.m. 

Three Year Olds (Morning class): Tues. & Thurs.   9:00-11:30 a.m.  

Three Year  Olds (Afternoon Class): Mon. & Wed.  12:30-3:00 p.m.     

Three Year Olds (Afternoon Class): Tues. & Thurs. 12:30-3:00 p.m.     

3 Day Pre-K: (Morning) Mon., Wed. & Fri.  9:00-11:30 a.m.  

3 Day Pre-K (Afternoon):  Mod., Wed., Fri.  12:30-3:00 p.m.       

4 Day Pre-K (Morning):  Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9:00-11:30 a.m.  

4 Day Pre-K (Afternoon):  Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs. 12:30-3:00 p.m. 

Full Day Kindergarten:  Mon., - Fri.  9:00-3:00 p.m. 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
July 11-15 

9:00am - 12:30pm 
 

Vacation Bible School is for children 4 years old 
through those entering 5th grade. 

 
We will enjoy a week of great fun and learn more 

about  Jesus! 
 

More information coming soon!  
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Rev. Keith Dunn 

Senior Pastor 
kdunn@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Rev. Matthew Scott 

Associate Pastor 
mscott@bakerstownumc.org 

 
Joyce Gindlesperger                

Director of Music                        

 jgindlesperger@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Lora Stafura                                                      
Office Administrator 

lstafura@bakerstownumc.org 
 

Katie Lowell                                              
Children’s Ministry Director 

klowell@bakerstownumc.org 

 

Staff: 

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ  
for the transformation of the world. 

Bakerstown United Methodist Church 

5760 William Flynn Highway 

Gibsonia, PA 15044 

724-443-3184 

www.bakerstownumc.org 

March Birthdays & Anniversaries  

03/03 Becky Kyle 

03/03 Kristyn Robinson 

03/03 Roman Mason 

03/03 Chase Rinker 
03/04 Kurt Olson 

03/05 Dorothy Cramer 
03/06 Jim Werkmeister 
03/08 Penny Fischetti 
03/08 Eva Hines 

03/09 Chuck Koval 
03/10 Sarah Olson 

03/12 Benjamin Haselrig 

03/14 Bryce Cramer 
03/14 Kathy Cleary 

03/16 Wilson Haller 

03/17 Alice Berkner 
03/17 Dean Kelley 

03/17 Drew Bechtold 

03/18 Marie Edinger 
03/18 Tyler Szelc 

03/18 Marlene Haller 
03/19 Joy Lancaster 
03/19 Tahnee Hines 

03/20 Rachel Lapp 

03/21 Verna Feather 
03/24 Paul Edinger 
03/24 Tommy Waite 

03/25 Ellen Kelley 

03/26 Sally Borland 

03/27 Harold Swift 

03/27 Jeanine Daluisio 

03/28 Jamie Van Lenten 

03/29 Ross Shipley 

03/31 Jim Semler 
03/31 Shawn Negley 

 

Kurt & Leslie Olson ~ March 18 

James & Maria Stewart ~ March 31 

Save the date for the 2022 Mission Trip. July 
24-30, 2022.  Sign ups will follow. Location 
still to be determined. 
 

March 13th 


