The Steeple e

Dear Friends,

Greetings in the name of Jesus! The months of June and July are times of transition. We move from the season
of Spring to Summer. We are in the season of graduation, which marks the end of one school to either another or
to a career. In the United Methodist Church appointment changes usually occur during this this season.

We find ourselves in another transition as Pastor Amanda prepares to end her appointment here as our associate
pastor and begin her appointment as the pastor of Christ Community United Methodist Church in Butler on July
Ist. In many ways, her time with us feels too short. We had hoped to get to know her better and to share in
ministry with her for years to come. At the same time, we recognize that the work of Jesus Christ extends beyond
our church. Other needs, including churches needing pastors and the shortage of clergy, can lead to appointment
changes, which is the case here. We are excited that Pastor Amanda’s gifts of preaching and administration will
be used in greater ways at Christ Community than they are here.

It has become clear that receiving another appointed associate pastor is not an option for the foreseeable future.
As we look to continue serving Christ, our church and our community, the Staff Parish Relations Committee has
begun advertising a part time youth ministry position. This is our greatest ministry need at the current time. We
are praying that God will send us the right person to lead this ministry or provide a new way of directing this
effort.

Seasons of change are always challenging. It may be simple as deciding which jacket or shirt is appropriate for
changing weather. It could be more difficult in life like managing a change in one’s health or family. It could be
a change in staff like we are facing as a church. No matter what the transition we know that God is present and
God will lead us!

That is why I am encouraging us to continue praying our Breakthrough Prayer this summer:

Loving God, breakthrough the busyness of our lives
so that we might stop to hear your voice,
discern where you are leading and
go in the power of your Spirit in Jesus' name. Amen.

Later this summer we will be providing opportunities to share the breakthroughs we have seen God bring about in
our lives, whether big or small. I am looking forward to the new things God will do as we pray and discern
together during this time of transition.

Blessings,
Pastor Keith

Join Us for worship! ON Sundays at 8:30am and 11:00am
Adult small groups at 9:45am

Nursery (available at 11:00am ) Upper Education Wing
Nursery is available for infants and children up to 4 years old
Junior Church will be dismissed after the children’s moment at 11:00am worship




June Happenings...

The Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference will be held at Penn West University, California PA from
Thursday, June 4th—Saturday, June 6th. Pastor Keith, Pastor Alyce, Pastor Amanda, Larry & Patty Burdett,
Mallory Miles, Chase Rinker, Olivia and Sam Gilligan, will be attending the conference. Please pray for them as they
participate in this year’s conference sessions. The conference will conclude on Saturday, June 6th.

The Neighborhood Table | June. 4 | Fellowship Hall
BUMC is continuing to partner with the Fox Chapel UMC to provide meals to the Sharpsburg Community.

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal at BUMC starting at 2:30 PM. The meals are then transported to
Sharpsburg and volunteers are needed there to help serve and clean up afterwards. This has been a very rewarding
ministry so far, so please consider volunteering by calling Roger Cramer at 724-443-2847.

Recognition of Graduations, Sunday, June 14th please inform the church office of your accomplishments! Call
Lora at 724-443-3184 or Istafura@bakerstownumc.org, and let us know the graduate’s name, from where he or she is
graduating , and with what degree, honors, or certificate. Please have all your information to the church office, no
later than Monday, June 1st. All graduates are encouraged to come to either Worship Service.

Drive Thru Dinner | June 9 |[Fellowship Hall

The Mission Team has been serving a monthly meal for The Lighthouse . If the Lord is calling you to participate in
this ministry either by helping with food prep in the kitchen, packing meals, delivering them to our church friends or
to cars, please plan on coming to the fellowship hall at 2:30pm, or if you have any another questions, please contact
Carol Skolnik at cnikskol@gmail.com.

Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study goes to “Third Thursdays @ 10am” for the Summer. All women of the
church are welcome. Please consider dropping in to Fellowship Hall at 10:00am to join in one of these morning
sessions with us. The dates and teachers leading each class are:

June 18 — Marcia Shipley

July 16 — Pastor Alyce Weaver Dunn

August 20 — Dawn Conroy

GriefShare Outreach Ministry - Summer 2026
Once-a-Month Summer Sessions:

June 17%, July 15%, August 12t

7pm in the Wesley Room

**New Weekly Session Series begins September 2nd, 2026

Lighthouse Food Pantry Collection for the month of June — Gatorade, Powerade, Capri sun, or juice boxes.

June Birthdays & Anniversaries

06/01Christine Negley 06/18 Bob Grier 06/04 Keith Dunn & Alyce Weaver Dunn
06/02 Alice Walker 06/18 Rachel Pelusi 06/11 Bob & Dawn Conroy

06/04 Sharon Platt 06/20 Linda Fergus 06/11 Jim & Diana Werkmeister

06/04 Paul McLeister 06/21 Ginny Campbell 06/13 Ben & Julie DeVore

06/06 Tim Shipley 06/22 Randy Burd 06/14 Richard & Debbie Lokay

06/08 Karen Naeser 06/22 Philip Ladesic 06/22 Robin & Evelyn Dick

06/09 Sam Sasada 06/25 Keith Dunn 06/22 Doug & Becky Kyle

06/14 Mary Pouchot 06/28 Dan Pouchot 06/24 John & Alice Berkner

06/14 Sherry Torick 06/29 Reed Campbell 06/28 Jim & Linda Fergus

06/15 Jay Martin
06/16 Connie Martin
06/16 Pamela Reynolds

06/30 Marge Kirkpatrick
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Vacation Bible School...

A Itis NOT too late to register for VBS! &

Looking for a fun, safe, and 100% FREE activity for your kids this summer? Join us at Bakerstown UMC for
Rainforest Falls VBS!

We still have open spots and would love to fill our jungle!

Snacks are allergen friendly!
Don't let them miss the ultimate rainforest adventure. Tap the link below to register your child! ©
VBS Registration

VBS Wishlists:
Amazon wishlist linked here Group publishing wishlist linked here

Want to help with VBS? If you would like to volunteer for VBS, please register using the link here: Volunteer
RSVP

VBS Donation requests:

: Have any fake greenery (not Christmas trees or Christmasy items) you want to part with? Consider
donating so we can turn our church into a Rainforest this summer! Greenery can be dropped off outside of the
Children's ministry office, a box for donations will be placed there.

Safe Sanctuary Trainings: Action Required for All Volunteers

Calling all volunteers across all ministries!

To ensure we are in full compliance with Safe Sanctuary policies and fulfilling our moral obligation to protect our
community, every volunteer in every ministry is required to attend an annual training session and sign off
on completion.

Because any ministry at our church has the potential to welcome children, youth, or vulnerable adults, this annual
requirement applies to everyone.

What is a ""Vulnerable Adult"?

This includes any person (18 or older) who may be vulnerable to maltreatment due to a physical, mental, or
emotional infirmity or disability. It also includes any adults under the care and protection of the church during our
programming, such as those attending Sunday School classes.

In-Person Training Options

Please choose one of the following upcoming in-person sessions:
* Thursday, May 28 | 6:30 PM | Wesley Room

* Sunday, May 31 | 9:45 AM | New Fellowship Hall

* Sunday, June 7 | 9:45 AM | New Fellowship Hall

* Thursday, June 11 | 6:30 PM | Wesley Room

* Sunday, June 14 | 9:45 AM | New Fellowship Hall

* Tuesday, June 16 | 6:30 PM | Wesley Room

To RSVP: If you plan to attend an in-person session, please email our Children's Ministry Director, Jennie Smith,
at jsmith@bakerstownumc.org to let her know which date works for you.

Can't Make It In Person?

We are currently developing an online video version of the Safe Sanctuary Training. This option will be shared
soon for those who absolutely cannot attend one of the live sessions.

Thank you for your dedication to keeping our church a safe, welcoming space for everyone!


vbspro.events/p/bumcvbs2026
vbspro.events/p/bumcvbs2026
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July Happenings...

The Neighborhood Table July 2| Fellowship Hall
BUMC is continuing to partner with the Fox Chapel UMC to provide meals to the Sharpsburg Community.

Volunteers are needed to help prepare the meal at BUMC starting at 2:30 PM. The meals are then transported to
Sharpsburg and volunteers are needed there to help serve and clean up afterwards. This has been a very rewarding
ministry so far, so please consider volunteering by calling Roger Cramer at 724-443-2847.

Drive Thru Dinner | July 7| Fellowship Hall

The Mission Team has been serving a monthly meal for The Lighthouse . If the Lord is calling you to participate in
this ministry either by helping with food prep in the kitchen, packing meals, delivering them to our church friends
or to cars, please plan on coming to the fellowship hall at 2:30pm, or if you have any another questions, please
contact Carol Skolnik at cnikskol@gmail.com.

Thursday Morning Women’s Bible Study goes to “Third Thursdays @ 10am” for the Summer. All women of
the church are welcome. Please consider dropping in to Fellowship Hall at 10:00am to join in one of these morning
sessions with us. The dates and teachers leading each class are:

July 16 — Pastor Alyce Weaver Dunn

August 20 — Dawn Conroy

GriefShare Outreach Ministry - Summer 2026
Once-a-Month Summer Sessions:

July 15%, August 12t

7pm in the Wesley Room

**New Weekly Session Series begins September 2nd, 2026

Christmas in July Concert | Wednesday, July 22" | 7:00pm | Sanctuary

The United Methodist Ministers’ Chorus of the Western PA Conference, under the direction of Rev. Stephen Morse,
will be performing a Christmas in July concert. There is no charge for admission; however, a free will offering will
be received, to help pay for the expenses of the event and chorus. Come out and enjoy an evening of beautiful
Christmas music.

Lighthouse Food Pantry Collection for the month of July — condiments, mayo, mustard, ketchup, relish etc., baked
beans, bags of chips

July Birthday’s and Anniversaries

07/03 Carol Skolnik 07/21 Phyllis Szwaczkowski 07/05 Dan & Mary Pouchot
07/06 Evelyn Dick 07/23 Joan Donaldson 07/12 Paul & Laurie McLeister
07/06 Chelsea Amick 07/24 Richard Sieman 07/12 Ryan & Jamie McClish
07/07 Sam Cramer 07/24 Bruce Smith 07/20 Reed & Ginny Campbell
07/09 John Berkner 07/26 Dorothy Sarver 07/25 Darrick & Heather Brown
07/08 Carolyn Rock 07/26 Bonnie Baird 07/31 Bob & Denise Grier
07/10 Kathleen Meuschke 07/27 Parvez Khambatta 07/31 Jaison & Becky Rinker
07/10 Don Gindlesperger 07/30 Lillian Kemmer 07/31 Justin & Elaine Schmidt
07/15 Teresa Nucci 07/30 Heather Detar

07/21 Leslie Olson
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Mission Opportunities....

We know that many people would love to be able to be involved in a group mission trip, but work, family and other
obligations often prevent us from being able to get away for an extended period of time that most mission trips
require.

We also know that sometimes a mission trip project involves skills that you do not feel you have.

With that in mind, we have come up with the idea to have a "Sleep in Your Own Bed Work Mission Week".

During the week of July 20 - July 24, there will be a different mission project scheduled every day. Every project
will be in support of a local organization, and every project is a chance to do something different.

There is no need to take a whole week away from home and you can volunteer for as many or few of the projects as
you want, PLUS, you get to sleep in your own bed at night!

The organizations and tentative work to be done at each are listed below.

Monday - The Mission Barn - building ramp sections, UMCOR kit assembly, yard/building maintenance

Tuesday - Greater Pittsburgh Area Food Bank - packing food boxes, sorting food items, processing donations

Wednesday - North Hills Community Outreach - cleaning windows and screens, yard maintenance, washing
vehicles

Thursday - The Lighthouse - food pantry clean up

Friday - summer picnic for drive thru dinner friends and church family

The sign up sheets will be available in the narthex.

Some of the sites have limits on how many volunteers they can handle. If we get a surplus of people wanting to
volunteer for any particular day that week, there are other organizations we can reach out to and see if a group could

go there also.

Please take a few minutes to pray about it and see if you are being led to get involved in one of these group mission
projects.

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me (Roger Cramer) at: roger.4.cramer(@gmail.com

Are You Able?
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From the Prayer Corner - What Direction are You Traveling?

Then Jesus said to them all, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross daily
and follow me.” Luke 9:23

It’s Summertime! And traveling time. Don’t you love GPS? You can put the directions in your Maps App on your
cell phone and start driving to meet some friends at a restaurant about an hour away. Google Maps has a nice calm
voice telling you what direction to go in, when to turn, and your estimated arrival time. But sometimes we still think
we know best, don’t we?

Sometimes we decide to ignore the voice coming through our car stereo telling us to take a specific exit. We think
if we just go a little farther down the highway, there would be a much better and much quicker route. Of course, we
would be wrong! The next exit turns out to be 3 miles down the road and the voice directs us to “return to the
route!!” Eventually we do and finally make it to our destination — late.

How often do we think we know better in our journey of following Jesus? He simply says, “Follow Me.” We may
not have heard an audible voice with specific directions telling us what path to take when making decisions, or
deciding which way to go, but we have God’s Word, which is pretty specific with directions for life. Psalm 119:105
says “Your Word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” We also have Jesus’s example in Scripture on how to
live, how to pray, how to love. And we have the Holy Spirit, who lives in us, guiding us into all truth. When we
think we know better and take a wrong turn, we often feel an uneasiness in our spirit and a nudge in our hearts
telling us to “return to the route.” Eventually we figure it out and get back on track.

Psalm 32:8 tells us “The Lord says, “I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. I will advise you and
watch over you.” What a great Bible verse, right??!! He wants to guide us along the BEST pathway!! Advising us
and watching over us the whole time as we follow Him!! Amazing!! We do not go alone. Can we pray that verse
back to Him today, asking Him to guide us along the BEST pathway??

Jesus has also given us a spiritual map so we don’t lose our way: His Word. We gain wisdom and insight each time
we turn to it and spend time in prayer with it. His reassuring Word helps us navigate the stresses of life. His
directions are clear. When we follow His Word, we end up right where He wants us to be. Can we map out a
specific course to follow Jesus as we plan our day? Can we dedicate some time each day to spend in prayer, in the
Word, to listen for His voice and His direction? Let’s let Jesus be our GPS this Summer!!

(Portions taken from Mornings With Jesus)

| AM THE WAY
AND THE TRUTH
AND THE LIFE.

THEN YOU WILL
KNOW THE TRUTH,
AND THE TRUTH
WILL SETYOU FREE.

GUIDE ME IN
TOUR TRUTH
AND TEAGH ME.




Trustees Corner..

The Trustees remain busy addressing the physical needs of the church building and its properties.
In late March, the Trustees hired a professional gutter cleaning service to inspect and clean the 750 If of gutters that
exist on our main church building. This firm removed a significant amount of debris from the gutter, which we hope
will help the performance of the gutter and downspout system throughout all seasons of the year.

Also in March, the Trustees arranged to have both the Lee Road and HyTyre Farms parsonage professionally
inspected. This was done to ensure our pastors are living in safe and hazard free homes, and to comply with the
United Methodist Conference requirements. The items cited in these reports are being addressed on a priority basis,
by acting on safety related matters first.

We also continued our relationship with the mechanical contractor who services our various HVAC systems year-
round, by renewing the Maintenance Contract for this work.

The roof at the Lee Road parsonage was repaired, where storms earlier this spring had caused some wind damage
and shingle removal.

As reported recently, the church experienced some moderate damage in February because of water intrusion from
ice dams in the gutters. We have inspected this work and arranged for a restoration contractor to complete the
repairs. This work will begin in mid-May, and we are fortunate that the associated costs were fully reimbursed by
our insurance carrier.

Lastly, Trustees would like to thank the BUMC Memorial Committee, for funding the purchase of two new water
fountains. The first fountain has already been installed in the Narthex. The second fountain will be installed in the
entrance Lobby to Fellowship Hall in the near future. We also want to extend a thank you for the 2 new chairs in the
Narthex.

In the coming weeks, Trustees will also be evaluating options for various improvements around the main church
property to improve landscaping and appearance of the islands near the driveway entrance.

Notes of Appreciation

Junque Sale Thank You!

Thanks to all who participated in the mission team’s annual Junque Sale. Whether you donated Junque,
helped sort and price junque, worked the sale, bought new junque, or cleaned up afterwards, your
contribution was invaluable in helping to fund the work of the mission team. Special thanks goes to Nicole
Edinger, for her sacrificial gift of time and her leadership skills in organizing and overseeing the sale. Well
over $4,000 was raised to help fund both The Neighborhood Table and the Drive Thru Dinner as well as other
mission initiatives. Your generosity makes the mission team’s work possible. Thank you!

Dear Bakerstown Church Family, We wanted to sincerely thank you for the beautiful service & luncheon you
provided after my mom’s passing. Your thoughtfulness & care during such a difficult time meant so much to our
family. From the service to the meal everything was done with such kindness & love, and it brought us comfort to
feel supported by our church family. Thank you for being there for us in such a meaningful way. With gratitude,
Darrick, Heather, Jack & Ben Brown



Bakerstown United Methodist Church
5760 William Flynn Highway
Gibsonia, PA 15044
724-443-3184

www.bakerstownumec.org

Staff:
Rev. Keith Dunn
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kdunn@bakerstownumc.org

Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ
for the transformation of the world.

Rev. Amanda Mitchell
Associate Pastor
amitchell@bakerstownumc.org

Lora Stafura
Office Administrator
Istafura@bakerstownumc.org
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Joyce Gindlesperger
Director of Music
jgindlesperger@bakerstownumc.org

WPA United Methodist Church
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Financial News....
March 2026 April 2026 YTD April 2026 YTD April 2025

Current Fund Giving $52,764.46 $35,476.51 $166,407.91 $146,140.47
Current Fund Expenses $54,334.50 $37,16512 $172,648.00 $174,000.19

Happy Spring...I think. One day I have my turtleneck on and the next my sandals. Geez. The weather sure isn't
consistent, is it? But we know our God is consistent in who He is and how much He loves us, which motivates us
to be faithful and consistent in our giving. Come to church and feel His love and the love of your friends at
church. See you there... Kay Cramer, Financial Secretary 724-443-2847
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